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Gay in reality worked out
after the Hamburg deb

And ~though’Fonsyth .menti
. -the Albatross by nam

t apparen Yy
‘his -bed-sitter:in

onlv Jasted ‘an” ho \ ft
hearmg‘ another - sing] hot,
“police’ ‘eventually-broke dow
. _the ~door, "to..find Murph:

-dead :with a: ‘bullet - through/
“his® heart.” They ~also: found-

- 'wh Murphv ‘had seemingly
been ‘trying to protect:
his ‘modest arsenal of gleam-
ing and illegal. weaponry but
. something  more . sensitive,  a
collectlon of documents..:
“Murphy wa$ 43 when he
died. “For 15-years he had
been a° professional -mercen-
ary—one of the tough breed
Frederick Forsyth indelibly

i 55 But - fules in . summary’ fashion. “Murphy, who had foughtwith - d lies, sh by ved
‘labelled “The Dogs of War ”, the plotting of the coup.” But 'Supported by shock troops - G } OLEN & ‘;ﬁﬁ ent and supplies, she . ime eing. = vallowe to V_return
Through ‘those years, he kept when : TEPOTters Went to See oo g« youihs ) Margh ay in the-Congo ‘and against ‘% d"head south,- takmg on - The Spamsh authormes evi- “Fuengirola

~ a diary and any other ‘docu-
~. ments he could lay his hands
on.. All' over Europe,
Murphy’s - ex-comrades = are
- now ‘wondering uneasily what
“Special Branch — whjch took

‘not s

enarles, hxred the boat. :

took part- ina real- l1fe attempted coup
-y hlch Forsyth ﬁnanced INSIGHT

w it ‘was planned—and ‘how,
_ ke the novel 1t met an 1gnom1nlous

GENERAL OJUKWU: demes
involvement in the aff

and 1gnom1nxously packed off
home ;

“WHAT KEEPS. you read-
ing,” the New Statesman wrote
when The Dogs:of War was
published in September 1974,
“is its detailed ‘dwelling “on

Forsyth in Dubhn—for tax
reasons, he could not set foot
in England—they found him

. oddly'coy about his source of .

~1nsp1ratlon

Forsyth’s first. book, The b

: opponents

FEW PEOPLE, would lament

the ' overthrow .of.-Francisco
Macias Nguema, President for
Life  of Equatorlal Guinea.
From "his palace ‘on ‘Madcias
Nguema Island—more widely
known as Fernando Poo—he

with - Macias - he imprisons;
deports or kllls all polmcal

531 AX

“tions as a. ‘target. - Férnando
Poo lies barely 100 mllﬁ%&ﬁ ﬁshlng vesse]

mer RAF mllltary' pollcem'an
Scott. Sanderson, who had ad-
vertised “his- services in the
Daily Telegraph;. a. Convent
Garden porter, Ronald Gor-
man; and :the :tough, - ex-
_perlenced East Ender,: Alan

him -in- ngena. The pay was
'$1,200 a. month.

Gay found -his: boat in the

- _southern .Spanish:_resort. of.

'Fuengu’ola She was the Al-
“batross, a 64-foot . converted

thh Forsyth was . simple
enough. The arms would. be
dispatched” from. Madrid . in
mid-December, and ‘the -Alba-
tross would load’ them in
Malaga. “Then, calhng at Glb-
raltar® for her _ remaining

fresh food and .water. at the
Cape Verde Islands. The 50
Biafran . ex-soldiers ‘would go
on__ board_at _Cotonou.

Dahomey——they would : have
to sleep -on deck—and the
"Albatross

by another route thence to
go aboard - the Albatross at
sea. It was. too difficult. On
January 15, Gay -flew ‘to. the
Canaries and told the mer-
cenaries ~'that the “operation
had to be abandoned for the

dently took..the same -view. .

Next day, the island’s police
got orders ‘from -Madrid to

impound the .Albatross and

arrest the : “armed mercen-
aries” aboard her.

(Gay 'did not name ":ré‘;'é‘y"ch' :

to them). The Albatross’

_owner, George Allan, had the
toughest time: three gunboats :
“escorted him ‘out of Spamsh!
waters, and it was more thalf ]

a month ‘before ~ he

Even‘though the operatton

had. ﬁnally ‘cost. £100,000—
double its budget—the person,
who did "best," of course, was. P

Forsyth hxmself

only to dlSmlSS it as u

it AV e
late: 1n.,¢«1
- have revealed the tru

§74 only Gay'

it cl.ear that OJUkWLl st
denied that he was in!

A Day of the ackal had drawn . British-regis- would -arrive at But the Spaniards did not BY DECEMBER, 19/2—th1s ny

,;;ayle‘ithose _papers: has. onythe OAS] attempts to kill ltahe ngferlan coast—ltfwaslthzitered and - owned by a’ Bgn- Fernando ‘Poo, 500 .miles to want them: after a few days is, even before the operation Way connected with #the

- For the world knows about President:de Gaulle: His next, - bafe °rd {%31 gfh u&slgmtg tish expatriate named George . the southeast,. "by night. the mercenaries were put on was finally ~abandoned — activities Ofda group of Jner-

Bae oF tis afirays Murphy zaégggug;f e rgksasséom fAllan. Gay chartered her for - The first. assault group was . board planes or boats to their Forsyth was at work on The cefnarles and a certain WESt

was, involved in: the Congo, OR." ) -"ti’l’@?rbfhgh'lr I Vl"""' rs:tdnd . ‘three months at £2,000 a to consist of all the mer- various homes, Gay was ques- Dogs of War. A “Ifa“ state.” b 1

andZBmfra It does not know “Wie : eft -tc i-tllé'r‘e"“{t wa“sasG: rev3h01 w1eth month — telling Allan he cenaries and at least half the tioged by .the ‘Spanish. Special President Macias Nguema i Teereosnl Idlax:mw oue(xtljon
about™ several secret opera- Forsyth & Brifish pub lshers Thie abxllty, R yamong ey iwanted. to survey. for oil off Biafrans. They would land in Branch . from “Madrid—their became President Jean hav olve s _ques

tions. ;
From Mu1 phv s

% EX-COmf
rades -

scattered ~now in

s Eur’ope and Southern::Africa

—we’ have pieced together
one of the most remark.
able of those unknown assign-
ments: the attempt in 1972-
1973 to overthrow the regime
in the west African state of

Hutchinson, to declare that hls :

latest plot-was “ drawn from
Forsyth’s ~“experiences as a
BBC reporter - during = the
Nigerian civil war.”

It was in 1970, within
months of his:return from
Biafra, that Forsyth began to
plot his coup d’etat. From the

cenaries, to distinguish fact
from fantasy—pomted out to
Forsyth' the . one -major
obstacle: nexther of them had
any money.

By 1972 rorsyth had solved
that problem too. The Day of
the Jackal had made him a
rich man. In spring: 1972,

Forsyth asked Gay to recon-

Africa. Allan could not have
‘been-convinced for long. As
~one of those involved ob-
servers: “It was obviously a
bent operatwn right from the

stare 2

When the  mercenaries
began to arrive in southern
Spain in late October, 1972,
the “ oil survey  looked even

the three inflatable dlnghxes
fitted with silenced  engines,
mount: the low cliff, and. dis-

pose of the palace guard. The—

intended “fate of President
Nguema was tactfully coverea.
A communique had been pre-
pared for broadcasting to the
people  of Fernando Poo.
“ Regretfully Don Francisco

Equatorial Guinea, a coup 1rst, Forsyth’s target’ was noitre Fernando Poo. less plausible. (The picture gﬁi‘;ggéﬁn mlgfe%»suil',? deth(;g
master-minded and financed Equatorial Guinea. His confi- Tourists are scarcely wel- of the “Albatross we show Y :

by the millionaire novelist
Frederick Forsyth. i
Our conclusion is startling.
Forsyth’s best-selling mnovel,
The Dogs of War, is in fact a
thinly-disguised account of
that operation. There is, how-
ever, one major difference.
After a daring sea assault,
Forsyth’s valiant band succeed
in their objective of taking
over the west African state he
called Zangaro. In real life,
Forsyth’s mercenaries were

dant and adviser was a
mercenary named Alexander
Ramsay Gay. His objective

throughout was to provide-

a new- homeland for
defeated Biafrans.

Gay, a former Scottish bank
clerk, had fought in the
Congo, and in Biafra, com-
manded a brigade of 3,000
men. He had met Forsyth
there in mid-1968. Now, in
1970, sitting in.  Forsyth’s
small flat in Camden Town,

the

comed there, but Gay got a
visa in Cameroon and flew
into the island’s capital, Santa
Isabel-—now renamed Malabo.
A few days exploring possible
landing sites and observing -
the palace - defences - were
enough. A dozen determined
mercenaries, backed by 40-50
ex - Biafran  soldiers; * Gay -
reported, could take Fernando
Poo. The cost, Gay reckoned,
would " be’ £50 000. Forsyth
told Gay to go ah_ead :

above was taken at this point.
It now hangs in the harbour "
master’s office in Fuenglrola )

The cargo' flowing aboard
the Albatross was bizarre
enough: three landing craft
with engines, 10,800 litres of

diesel fuel, 75 army‘uniforms‘, .

£3,000 worth of food; seven
cases of Scotch, copious
quantities of wine, beer and
_ cigarettes, 384 Andrex toilet
rolls, and one and a half tons
of rice (to feed the Blafran

bloodless coup ” one of the
mercenaries recited to us. “ It
was with’ deep regret that this
step was  taken—you - know,
‘the ‘usual sort of thing.”

. Success ~ would mean a
bonus- of -30,000 dollars a
man-—in- part, to compensate
for Gay’s.“ no looting” edict.
And: since Fernando Poo
boasts a large Soviet embassy,
whose: - tasks include ‘the
servicing = of Soviet spy-
trawlers . in: the : Atlantic,
there seem to have been plans

arrested by Spanish police they dreamed of a Biafran T SN soldiers).. Fer tha onb d it
3,000 miles from their target comeback. _AS FORSYTH subsequently . The mercenaries were sznt;é!egttl;etﬁeén C?Zsyf'o:r; mlﬂs_
) recounted “it, “the  planning ' equally unmistakable. ' Gay. Jion dollars:

e ™

was complex; menculous, bril-

liant. The reality fell some-—

what short of this.:
' Certainly, it . mvolved all
the thriller, writers’ . para- .

| phernalia of false - passports,

numbered .. bank ; - accounts,
crooked arms -dealers; and -
false “end users ¥ certificates.

Gay had two false passports,

_in_the names of Greaves and- -

bank, Ostend.

Mair. (It was Gays ‘proven

-method of .acquiring: these—
: essentially; -
other . peoples

. by . purloining :
identities—.
that- Forsyth adopted in--The
Day of The. Jackal) And- it
was in the' mname. of ‘Henry :
George’ Greaves ‘that, as the

first - step . in: the. ‘operation;..

Gay opened :account number
47009081/93: at the Kredxt-

The next: step was.! to ap-

: proach a prominent Hamburg
‘ arms. dealer with a ‘shepping

list:

rifles, °, four,. light ~

40. _Belgian ~'automatic
‘machine .

installed them in comfortable
hotels and mstructed them to
“ stay inconspicuous;” but one
- of the Albatross crew recalls:
- “They stuck- out ‘like sore
thumbs.” They: descended on .
“ the astonished pharmacists of’
. the nearby resort of Marbella:-
“and bought up their . entire .
- stock: . seasickness - and
dlarrhoea pills. And the local’

: Guardia Civil became particu-

larly suspicious of one “oil.
technician ” who was fond of
-marching about the deck: of
“the Albatross.in full camou-:
‘flage fatigues.
knew him, none too fondly, as”
Woodentop )

‘and a balsa—wood model of
the target built by a London
model-maker; Gay -was now
ready to brref his motley
-band.

The plan Gay had reﬁned

guns, two. 60. mm mortars, two :

bazookas, 40,000 - rounds: of
ammunmon, and a good deal
more. . -

~The dealer agreed to sup-
ply them from-a “stockpile ‘in
Spam He .also agreed: to- ob-
tain, through ]udxcxous bri-

bery, two. key documents An °

official = of:- the: Spamsh
Ministry .of: Defence -would -
provide ' an' export: licence:

~And a-pliable Iraqgi- dlplomat
. would supply an.“end user”’

certificate; purportmg
show.- that - ‘the ° arms ‘were
bound - for Iraq.::

Gay paid a depos1t — in
several - instalments < — * of

! 120,000 - Deutschmarks (then
' about £20,000). He:- also in-

troduced the dealer, by tele-
phone, to his prmc1pal

“Mr Van: Cleef.” “Any prob-
lems ” Gay  said,: “talk :to
him.” Van Cleef was Forsyth

WITH ARMS apparently
fixed, Gay:-now. set. about
acqulrmg men, boat and a
plan. -

For men, Gay hired  nine
French’ and Belgian ‘mercen-
aries; a Hungarian, Al Varga,
who had come west in 1956;
and three Englishmen : a for-

to .

The route of the Albatross

(His mates"‘

WITH 'MAPS, colour slldes i

In the second week . of
December, 1972, the .dream
went sour. -

THE - SPANISH Ministry of
Defence - official who had
pocketd: the --Hamburg arms
-dealer’ bribe : " refused.

~issue t 3
when he discovered that the
Albatross was not afreighter
but a: pnvate, ‘wooden-hulled

“refund: Forsyth’ - 120, 000

“ Deutschmarks. A
.Desperately, Gay and For- |

syth tried to save the opera-
tion. While the ‘Albatross and
.its mercenaries were sent on,
via' Gibraltar, to Lanzarote in

the :Canary- Islands, Gay flew.

to Hamburg to try to arrange
for the .arms_ to’ leave Spam

ok Davnd Cau Y

N

O Anntclrt-u JAN1973

Awaits orders to begin i mvasmn ]
but-police arrest ship and crew oo oo

@]

Albatross would-have called

here for fresh supplies

Fernando Poo was the target,

WALAGA o15 DEC1
Albatross amves to plck
o, Up g»uns,rhu'( none there

@ GIBRALTAR 19 DEC 197218

Stayed over Chnstmas :
awamng news

" BFRICA

@) corono |

- Albatross ‘would have collected -
50 Biafran soldiers. here .

FERNANDO P00

Invasion would have
been" launched from
Bay of Malabo

but it ended in the Canaries

-arms: export’ hcence'

hen . the : Albatross |
“sailed into Malaga at dawn on.
Dece 'ber 16, therefore, ‘no |

S re'wamng But the.
Hamburg ‘dealer refused ‘to’

view was that his plan was

entirely feasible—and = then

-allowed to leave for Paris

Kimba; Fernando Poo became

the republic of Zangaro. With
the . benefit- of = hindsight,

is, of course, Forsyth."He has

“refused to discuss the affair.

g
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