Amin: better than some .

RESIDENT Idi Amin has run
out of petrol. Thus, the political

crisis between Uganda and
Kenya, which might have flared
into a full scale East. African
confrontation, is:over for the
-{ime being. Instead, Uganda is

‘being. quietly and swzftly des-. ¢
. have paxtieml

troyed.

Retaliation was still expected_
a week ago, and even wished for-

by many Kenyans in the bullish
euphoria they felt for their own
part- in the Israeli

Amin.

This humiliation is doubled bvi

the shortages which have brought
the Ugandan army to a stand-
still since they began ' digging
bunkers near the Kenya border
a week ago, and by the obvious
internal disarray of Uganda,
foreign exchange, according to
reports from the capital, Kam-
pala. is almost non-existent,

almost every vehicle has ground -

to a halt and where food supplies
in the capital are -expected to
last less' than one week more.
The Kenyans have played their
cards more subtly than Amin,
which i1s not difficult. They have
‘been _greatly helped by the USs
Navy's  “rouline exercise —in
reality an unmistakable flexing
of the Americans’ muscles from
their new base at Diego Garciza,
thevisland in the Indian Ocean
about 2,200 miles from Mombasa.
As well as the presence of a
frigate at Mombassa and the air-

raid at-

Entebbe and the humiliation of -
* been a mixture of angry state-
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Why Kenya 1S
easing up lts

attack on

mm

- James Fox reports from Nairobi 3

“eraft’ earner samewhera in the

Indian Ocean, two US Navy
planes have heen on prominent
dlsplax at Nairobi airport

The Kerryans have strenuously
avoided anything that can be
considered by the oversensitive
Amin  as .proveeatien, and
avoided, on the
other hand, the prmocatmms of
Amin himself, who
until the middle of last week, to
be desperate for a pretext 'for
attackm y his’ neighbour. .

The Kenyan - expedxen't has

ments and refutations and in
the meantime, the Kenyans have
quietly  withdrawn the ! co-
dperaﬁmn ‘on which Uganda

epends

‘For 2 week now the Kenyan
trucks which carry the bulk of
Uganda’s fuel from Mombasa
‘have not crossed into. Amin’s
territory. This can ohly partly
be put down to the drivers’ fear.
- Possibly because - of Amin’s
behaviour the Kenyans are not
going out of their way to make
special diversions to TUganda.
Amin may. be right when he
calls this a blockade, but it is
hard to prove. On Friday he
called on Zaire, Sudan and
Ruanda to help him break it.

The Kenyan’s mood of
euphoria, however, iz slowly
being dampened by second

_ thoughts about the consequences

of their assistance to Israel
during the raid.

it Ke gas At*erneyﬁenem!
Charles Njonjo, was the man
the Israelis first approached with

_their plan to refuel st Nairobi

Airport, it is exactly his and
his Government’s independent,
pro-Western and pro-capitalist
outlook that, because of this
incident, has now isclated Kenya
further from her neighbours in
the Organisation of African
Unity.

A typleally outspoken news-

- paper editorial in the Nation in

Nairobi echoed the Kenyan qis-
regard for African sensibilities.
To bring Amin to triak it said,
would shew up " the manner in
which the OAU has digressed
from its initial aims . . . and
become a pain in Arab’ petro-
dollars and big power rivalry.”

However, many Kenyans I
spoke to last week are beginning
to thing the sa way as the
other QAU ﬁel&gates who
angrily condlemned “Iskael at
their Mauritius summit: However
bad Amin may be, it was a shock
to discover
Africa could be penetrated by a
well-armed western power,

The Ugandan army and air
force was  helpless

It tumned into a reminded of
the white man’s humiliation of
the black man echoed in .the
Tanzanian government’s state-
ment after the raid: “ Israel has

not once mounted anything of

this nature against those [other]
countries, It i the contempt

[

5

how easily black.

Tsrael has for the sovereignty of ‘

African  states which has
prompted her to atg m an angry
and lawless manner.”

This in itself could force the
enyans who, like other African
states, were privately wondering
how to re-establish relations wi

Israel, to take a more militant

stand against the Zionists. Isola-
ticn for Kenya is not only a
security risk, but is also a2 poli-
tical risk to its credimility as a
pro-Western capitalist state in
the heart of black aftica.

1t is, indeed, embarrassing for
the Kenya s, most' of whom
believe that their collaboration
with Israel was much greater
than in fact it was, to hear their
vice-president, Daniel Arap Moi,
angrily attacking Israel
viclating Kenya’s airspace. A
Kenyan told me last week: “It
is only lucky for Kenya that in
a war of lies, evaryone is
eclipsed by Amin.”

If they feel vuinerable to the
Western military Powers, the
Kenyans also realise howw weak

they were compared with
Uganda, at least on paper. The
aftermath of the raid has

dramatically changed the Kenya
Government's attitude to . the
strategic threat from Uganda
itself.

Until the raid Kenya's prob-
lems with Uganda were manage-
able. Kenyatta could still play
the father figure and elder
statesman with Amin,

‘Ugandan leader

for -

yWwas nat the
ut Somalia on
the northern frontier, where the
Soviet buildup of arms was
causing deep alarm.

The raid at Entebbe airport
changed all that. It was clear,
Arst, that Amin could no longer
be dezlt with on the familiar
basis, and the Kenyans be§an to
realise, too, that he himself was
not the oniy problem. If Amin
disappeared. they began to see,
the situation could be even
worse. .

For some time, the Kenyans
have ben noticing that Amin no
fonger has complete sway over
his defe":ce council. A group of
his fellow officers have begun
to talk back and to exert wide
influence on policy.

There are two or three men
in the lineup who particularly
worry the Kenyans. All come
from the exclusive Muslim
background of Sudanese  Nub-

‘The real wor

ians living in East Mncan—the_

soldiers that formed the core of
the King's African Rifles in
colonial days.

Two stand out, Lieutenant-
Colonel  Idaac Maxyamungu
(which means Gift of G@d) the
Director of Training of the
Ugandan Army,

The wother is Colonel Ali
Towili, who. says Amin, joined
-the King's african Rifles before
he did. It was Towili who formed
the dreadful public safety unit
and was its first director.

THE chart above sets out the
balance of military muscle between
Uganda and Kenya—on the face
of it, an egual balance heavily in
Lgamias favour. However, two
factors could easﬂ{lh‘t the scales,
writes Tony Gerag

One is the uncer tain state of
President Amin’s forces and their
hardware; the second is the ease
with which relatively modest
arms from any of the west's major
weapon-suppliers  could  boost
Kenya's limited firepower.

For instance, Britain last week
supphed anti-personnel “ cluster
bombs” to Kenya, an operation
deseribed in Kenyan circles az a

“routine consignment.” And last
month Kenya eraered 10 Northrop
F-3A fighter planes from the Lnited
Q?ates~—a departure from its policy
of buying British which may indi-

cate a s*:gmﬁcam and growing
dependence on America.
In any clash, therefore, ths

stage would be set for a con-
frontation between Uganda’s Ruse
sian-maintained tanks and Kenya's
western-upplied air power.

The Ugandans are equipped with
the world's most ubiquitous tank,
the Russian T 54155, whose effec
tive armour. thickness is no moré;
than 330 mm. The Kenyans have 3¢

_Swedish recoiliess anti-tank rifles|

able to penetrate 4060 mm of
armour p}ateA

In the air, the use of Palestinial
pilots to ‘!v Ugandan MiGs woul
seem to weigh heavily against the
inferior Kenyan air force, How:
ever, the Entebbe airport raif
proved that a comparative small
well-trained and motivated for('3
can wreak havoc on a second-raté
force equipped with sophisticate
weapons which it does not knoW
how to use.




