THE POLITICS
OF DESPAIR

The National Front is Britain’s fourth largest political party, according to a
survey by the Department of Government at Essex University. It plans to field
more than 300 candidates at the next General Election. What is more, it may
be the only party whose support is increasing. The survey says: ‘Support is
disproportionately common among the working class, the poorly educated and
the young.’ It is also commonest in areas with a high coloured population.
Overleaf, JAMES FOX investigates how the Front operates in one such
area — the London borough of Hackney. Photographs by COLIN JONES.

Techniques of persuasion: above, a Front member argues with te public at Brick Lané
28 market in London’s East End. Right: the Front on the march through Hoxton and Hackney.
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(left to right) Andrew Brons, lecturer from Harrogate and an NF parliamentary candidate; Martin Webster, national organiser; John Tyndall, forr;ler Tory,
now the Front’s chairman; Andrew Fountaine, vice-chairman; and Peter Williams, an ex-Mosley blackshirt, Photo: Peter Marlow
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F you tried to arrange social
chaos in an inner city
borough,  starting  from
seratch, you couldn’t outdo
the present arrangements in
London’s Hackney and
Shoreditch. The heart of that
borough, the area around Hoxton
market, is possibly the worst place
you could live in England, and the
National Front know how to mani-
pulate a demoralised population.

The people of Hoxton feel be-
trayed, even conspired against by
the Labour Party, who have taken
their votes for granted for many
years. They would rather lose their
right arms than vote Tory, but they
will, and they do, vote for the
National Front — often out of pure
spite. ‘The candidate doesn’t
matter,’” said an NF election organi-
ser. ‘You could put up the devil
himself in Hoxton.’

Hoxton Street itself is an ancient
East End market, reduced to a
long, empty strip, with a few stall-
holders eclinging on. The uneol-
lected garbage blows down the
street and along the tin fencing
that hides bombsites, 32 years old
and still untouched. The corrugated
iron — line upon line of it — is
daubed with fascist slogans inviting
Hitler to rise again. It is the nearest
you can get to a National Front
precinct, and you know it as soon
as you get there.

Even when the community was
intact, it was the breeding ground
of fascism in Britain. It always had
the atmosphere of a deprived com-
munity. In the thirties, Sir Oswald
Mosley centred his fascist move-
ment on Hoxton, getting at the
Labour vote by whipping up anti-
Jewish feeling among the de-
moralised working class. Now the
National Front are settling there
and in the rest of the East End once
again, whipping up the same
primitive fear of aliens, of black and
Asian hordes taking from the
Englishman what belongs to him;
bringing the bully boys out into
the street, holding meetings where
East Enders stomp in unison,
shouting ‘scum’ and ‘filth’.

In the GLC elections in May this
year, they consolidated the gains
made in the October 1974 election.
In Hackney they won 19 per cent
of the vote. It would now surprise
everybody if they failed to get some
council seats in the local elections
next May.

Hoxton is lorded over by a man
called Derek Day, a roaring street
corner politician who sees himself
as the uncrowned king of his
‘manor’. He is frantiec with anger
and offended pride at the decline
of Hoxton, where his family have
lived for four generations.

Day has given his services to

continued
Chairman Tyndall speaking at
an anti-mugging rally held
in Hoxton Street Market.
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THE POLITICS OF DESPAIR continued

The home front .

Labour, Tories and Liberals over
the years, and then two years ago
he joined the National Front. Its
techniques seemed to suit Day’s
style better, and he has become
their most visible activist in the
area. ‘I am a racialist,” he is now
fond of saying. He has also been
summonsed and charged with 17
cases relating to assault, offensive
weapons and physical damage over
the last two years, and he has been
acquitted of every one. “Why?’ he
says. ‘Because they was all trumped
up charges.’

You could choose almost any
East End borough to discover the
strange goings on inside the NF.
But Hackney has two specialities.
It was where Mosley stood, and it
is where the chairman of the NF,
John Tyndall, will also stand in the
next General Election — when the
NF propose to field 318 candidates.
For the Front, Hackney South and
Shoreditch got the best percentage
of the vote in the October 1974
election. And Tyndall says, ‘There
appears to be a strong tradition of
nationalism and race consciousness
in that part of London. People
there fear the alien presence from
both points of view.” He means
blacks and Jews.

Secondly, on street level Derek
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Day gives the NF activities a
particularly pungent flavour that
is based on the reality of the
street. He shows up the contrast
between what might be a ‘political’
and a ‘fighting’ wing of the NF. He
is unlike the petst bourgeois arche-
types of the NF branch organisers,
with their fastidious outward re-
spectability. They never quite get
it right, and they are always con-
spicuous. Day is the kind of man
Mosley would have used — a street-
fighter, politically naive. He is
a loud-mouthed cockney, who
boasts that his ‘friend’ Johnny
Speight used him as the model for
Alf Garnett. He hasn’t worked for
years. His Asian doctor has de-
clared him sick. He is often lying
on the settee of an afternoon, his
bulbous, scarred belly bared to the
ceiling, or scanning the horizon for
the faintest sign of movement on
his pitch.

He is at first irresistible because
he has the timing and the touch of
a first class East End comedian,
and the racialist remarks come out
like music hall gags about Jews
and Irishmen. ‘Other day,’ he says,
arm extended over an imaginary
row of stalls, ‘some black geezer
says he’s going to take my neigh-
bour’s dog to the Race Relations

%

.. on Day’s settee, Derek Day (in vest) and Ted Russell — ‘Edward the Confessor slung ‘em out, didn’t ha ?*

Board. He’s barkin’ at him.
Protectin’ the property. Right? So
this black fella starts yellin’ the
dog’s a racialist and he’s goin’ to
take him to the Race Relations
Board. What’s he gernna say when
he gets there? Woof?’

At the Front headquarters they
don’t like Day; they consider him
an embarrassment. Day alleges
that David Bruce, the NF candidate
in Hoxton for the GLC elections,
told him that he was ‘too common’
to join the National Front. He is
also given to violent outbursts and
they think of him as likely to give
the Front a bad name. (Indeed,
many of what Tyndall calls his
‘tough, able-bodied young men’ are
not officially registered as members.
If they are caught with a brick in
their hand they can easily be dis-
owned.) Day, who was once chair-
man of the local NF branch, has
now been suspended from the
party altogether for belting Martin
Webster, the national activities
organiser, in the face. ‘I chinned
him, didn’t I?’ says Day. The two
men loathe each other. Webster
aped Day’s cockney accent, depict-
ing him as a village idiot in a
caption under Day’s photograph
on the front page of the National
Front News. ‘I’ve been stabbed in

the back so many times by the
National Front,” says Day, ‘Water-
gate’s got nothin’ on what they
done to me.’

‘T’ll tell you one thing,” he says.
‘The National Front needs me more
than I need the National Front.’
There he may be right. Day was a
grass roots organiser in Hoxton and
on his housing estate long before the
National Front, acquired his
services. He ddesn’t like being
called a Nazi. ‘They call me the
Fithrer and my wife Eva Braun,
and it makes me sick.’

People like John Carr at the
Community Relations Office in
Hackney, whose windows have been
shot through with high-powered air
rifles, and who has had paraffin
bombs put through his letter-box,
says of Day: ‘There are a lot of
people in the area who look up to
Derek Day. Here was a man who
clearly cared about his borough and
was upset about it. He knew how
to do things about it and people
would go to him for advice. It
doesn’t mean that many people
aren’t frightened of him.’

If you ask Day or any of the NF
sympathisers in Hoxton why they
fell in with the Front, they will
relate some single incident, or a

series of them, all connected with 33
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THE POLITICS OF DESPAIR continued

the Labour council which they feel
has come to resemble a feudal land-
lord in the borough. Then there will
be some incident of a relative being
mugged by a black. Mugging stories
dominate the front pages of the
NF publications. They are begin-
ning to show up on the front page
of the West Indian Voice as well.
The political polarisation began
with the amalgamation in 1965 of
Shoreditch (which included Hox-
ton) and Hackney councils. ‘That
was the worst day’s work we ever
did in our lives,’ says Day. And the
one great bungle that has caused

the anger is housing. The post-war
dream was high density housing in
the area, compensated by rolling
parklands. Not a blade of grass has
been seen since. Shoreditch park
was promised 12 years ago and it’s
still a bombsite.

The housing department — as even
the councillors will admit despair-
ingly — is over-bureaucratic and
shows not only a lack:of sympathy
with its tenants, but a lack of
response to their needs as well.
Flats stand empty while families
queue on the housing list. The
heating was unrepaired on Day’s

estate for 12 weeks. The place fell
down around one tenant before the
department took notice. And Derek
Day was the man who got that
family rehoused.

Deeds like this give him his
uncontested power in the area.
He knows the place inside out,
every street, every family. He has
squatted families in the empty
flats. He could get others rehoused
in 48 hours by using guerrilla
tactics against the council. ‘I’ve
always fought for the rights of the
Hoxton people. Right? When I
seen ’em livin’ in squalor. The

Tlustrated — Beovision 3502 colour TV receiver,
Beolit 707 portable radio; Beomaster 2400 FM stereo tuner/amplifier;
Beogram 1902 hi-firecord player; Beovox S45 Uni-phase loudspeakers.
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‘Our opponents in the establishment would be quite frightened 'if they

council literally cast them aside.
When they went to the council for
help — nothin’. So they come to
me. I go down the Hackney Gazette.
Reporters used to come down. And
we used to work together. They
used to give the council dirt and I
used to have a go at the council in
different ways, know what I mean?
to get the people what’s rightfully
theirs. A decent place to live.’

Day was a clever organiser, and
because the council owns 90 per
cent of the housing in the area he
became the grass roots opposition
leader to the council. The council
are frightened of Day. They know
he can cause trouble.

But the final straw for Derek
Day was the time, five or six years
ago, when ‘problem families’ — that
neat bureaucratic term which often
means poor blacks or immigrants —
were rehoused in Shoreditch, Day’s
pitch. They didn’t come from
Jamaica or Uganda, but from
Stoke Newington — pushed out, say
the National Front, by Jewish
councillors. They were put in the
flats that families on the housing
list wouldn’t touch. But to the
locals it looked as if they were
jumping the housing list. Myth
and rumour became fact. »

In the old community that Day
remembers and still dreams of,
an outsider was the object of sus-
picion and a black man was some-
one you touched for luck. ‘No
stranger came down ’ere, and if a
stranger did come down here we
wanna know who he is.” Day be-
came obsessed with hate for blacks.-
It was they who were taking it all
away from him. They were causing
the violence. He was no longer in
control of his manor. The govern-
ment that had let him down was
now helping the immigrants; they
were getting privileged treatment,:
better education — even their clothes
looked more expensive than his
own. He was & classical National
Front recruit. They fed him with
the information he needed to in-
flame his paranoia.

And what about his borough? ‘My
borough,” he shouts, looking down
Hoxton Street. ‘Look at it. How
many barrers can you count. Go
on. How many? (Five) Right.
Five barrers. The stallholders
used to have to fight for a pitch
down here.

‘It was one of the most prosperous
boroughs in London. It had every
commodity and luxury. All of a
sudden the immigrants come and
it’s a ghetto. It’s crawlin’ with rats.
How big are the rats, Lou?’ The
street is alerted to Day’s ranting.
Lou describes a gigantic rat.
‘Hoxton was originally called ’Ogs
Den of course. The Queen used to
come through here on her way to
hunt the wild boar. On her way to
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knew how much sympathy we have in the police’ — John Tyndall.

her lodge at Canonbury. It was a
close-tied community. You could

leave your purse on the counter and.

anybody what nicks it gets his hand
chopped off. Bang.

‘Now you can’t walk in the street
at night, without being mugged. If
a young girl walked down here at
night with a sovereign round ’‘er
neck it’s wallop.” Day makes a
snatching movement. ‘My borough
is my God. I put my borough
before my wife and children. And
it’s been destroyed, not only by the
bombs what the Germans done, but
by the councillors put in to repre-
sent the people.

‘I will say this, you got a lot
more immigrants up in Hackney
Central and that and Stoke New-
ington as what you’ve got down
here. Right? But what I'm sayin’
is, we pay the self-same rates as
they do up there. So why is it that
they have literally cast us aside, put
us in the khazi? All they do down
’ere, the last building that they
done down ’ere, was the Rose
Lipton Library. Right? Right, Ted?
But the thing is this, be fair about
it. Go to the top of Kingsland Road
there and you’ll see a historical build-
ing which was Kingsland Road
library, they’ve shut that down. See
what I’'m saying? They’ve shut down

what belongs to the Shoreditch
people, such as our town hall.
Right? (Day revealed that Ross
MecWhirter helped him in trying to
reopen it.) They’ve built a thing
there and call it the Rose Lipton
library. She was never a councillor
of Hoxton or Shoreditch.” Day’s
voice rises in indignation, ‘She was
a councillor of Hackney, so what
the bloody ’ell have they got to bring
her name down here for? So what
they’ve actually done is — they’ve
done their utmost to destroy the
community spirit.’

Several summonses, all connected
with assault, were served on Day in
1975, in a private prosecution.
Day’s wife had been involved in a
scuffle with a black teenager in the
playground outside his house. That
same day a black neighbour of Day,
Mrs Simms, was taken to hospital,
severely beaten up, and several
witnesses testified to having seen
Day doing the beating. A few
other black residents were hurt.
But the magistrate refused the
summonses.

The prosecuting solicitors, who

were from the legal firm of Stanley _

Clinton Davis, MP for Hackney
Central, took it to the Divisional
Court — presided over by Lord
Widgery, with two other judges,

including Mr Justice O’Connor.
They found no fault with the
magistrate. But there were some odd
aspects to the case. The medical re-
cords detailing Mrs Simms’s wounds
were missing from the hospital. A
doctor was called to give evidence.
Day now says that the doctor could
find nothing about Mrs Simms since
1972. In fact the doctor had a
detailed report of the injuries,
which he read out in court. Day
also says that Mr Justice O’Connor
said, ‘This is sheer oppression
brought against this man from
outside.” In faet the transeript
shows no such remark.

What the case showed clearly was
the atmosphere on the Colville
estate. The few black residents had
to walk down a staircase near Day’s
flat every day past National Front
stickers, slogans saying Keep
Britain White.

Last year Day was charged by the
police with possessing an offensive
weapon, and with conspiracy to
destroy the property of a local
resident. The case was dismissed for
lack of prosecution evidence. The
policemen concerned were occupied
in another court when the case came
up. And there was a knifing incident
in Hoxton, involving Day. ‘When I
appeared in court,” said Day, ‘he

[the alleged victim] never showed
up.’

When I interviewed John Tyn-
dall, the National Front’s chairman,
he said, ‘Our opponents in the
establishment would be quite
frightened if they knew how much
sympathy we have in the police,
up to the rank of inspector.” It is
interesting that after the Battle of
Brick Lane in November last year
between Left-wing counter demon-
strators and the Front, when the
police arrested 19 demonstrators,
there was only one witness on the
proseeution index who was not a
policeman, and that was Derek
Day.

* * *

The Day front room is cluttered
with patriotic objects, some in
glass cases, and a Coronation
edition of the Daily Masil with the
headline, ‘Let us Cherish our Own
Way of Life’ — a quote from the
new Queen.

He tells me about what he calls
the ‘smears’ being spread about
him. ‘If T had hit someone with a
pickaxe handle,” he says, ‘where
would they be? Come on. Where in
all honesty would they be? Hospital,
right? And would I be standing here
talking to you? It’s the smearin’
that gets me. They say ‘“He lights
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THE POLITICS OF DESPAIR continued

‘We don’t want to resort to the fist and to the cosh, but it seems the Left has

paraffin  bombs and puts them
through the letter-box, he brings the
Alsatians round, he chases kids
down the street, terrorisin’ ’em.”
Tf I was doin’ all that, would I be
standin’ here a free man talking to
you?

Day is often with a member of
the Front called Ted Russell, who
wears gold-rimmed glasses and
whose views make Day sound only
like a member of the 1922 Com-
mittee. Russell cannot stand to be
argued with even on his most out-
rageous propositions, claiming that
the right of free speech bars any
contradiction. Day repeatedly has
to say, ‘Yeah. All right Ted. I’'ll
grant you that.” Both men agree
with the Front’s line that every-
thing in world politics, especially
British politics, is a Communist/
Zionist/Wall Street conspiracy for
world domination. Russell refuses to
accept that Hitler, too, was helped
by the international bankers.

Day broods over the ‘deluge’ of
immigrants in Britain. ‘All of a
sudden they start coming over here.
Hand over fist, hand over fist, left
right and centre. In the early
sixties Scotland Yard had a discreet
inquiry as to how many immigrants
were here illegally. Out of two
million, one million were illegal. As
you know, their rate of childbearing,

birth. . . you know. . . breedin’,
is vaster than ours. So I keep it in a
minimum of three children each.
That was 17 years ago, right? So
the illegal immigrants are up to
four million, and the legal immi-
grants the same, making eight,
plus they get married young and
they’ve had children. So I reckon
there’s 10 to 12 million immigrants
in this country.”

[The exact figures cannot be had,
but the Community Relations Com-
mission puts the black and Asian
population at about one and three
quarter millions — 3:2 per cent of
the population. Births to mothers
from the New Commonwealth are
put at 39,900 in 1975, 6,200 less
than in 1970.]

Ted Russell has an idea. ‘Edward
the Confessor slung ’em out of the
country, didn’t he? Put them on the
Dogger Bank and let the tide come
up.” Day’s paunch is heaving with
laughter. ‘I mean to say, in all
fairness . . .’, says Day, ‘. . . I hope
those two monkeys fall off of that
roof . . .” he says — Day has spotted,
at a great distance, the minute
figures of two black men painting
an attic window frame — ‘In all
fairness, the Ten Commandments
say ‘“Love thy neighbour.” They
don’t say you must love your
neighbour. There’s a vast difference

between shalt and must.’

A hallmark of National Front
thinking is the idea that it is a basic
and precious freedom, a part of the
British heritage, to be able to insult
someone on the most obscene level.

‘If you look at it in the right light
I could be walkin’ down the street,
right? and one of them wants to
start saying to me ‘“‘so and so, so
and so,” knowahimean? ‘‘can you
tell me the way to so and so.”
I can turn round and say, ‘look, go
away. Don’t want to talk to yer.”
Right? “Don’t like yer.” “What
d’yer mean, you don’t like me?”
“TI don’t like yer. I'm a racialist.”
And he can say ‘“Oh” — bang and
next minute you're stirring up
racial hatred. You’re up at the
Race Relations Board.’

I question whether the National
Front would be democratic when it
came to power, and an argument
develops between Russell and Day.
Day: ‘You would allow the Com-
munists freedom of speech. You've
still got to have that Left-wing
element, that opposition.’

Russell: ‘Not the Communist Party,
because they are alien to our way
of life.’

Day: ‘If you preach demoeracy . . .’
Russell: ‘I’'m not denying freedom
of speech, but you’d ban the

* Communist Party.’

Day: ‘If I went to a meeting and
if a Communist wanted to ask a
question, he’s fully entitled to.
We’ve got to prove that we practise
what we preach.’

Russell: ‘Any clandestine meeting.
We’d stop that automatically.’

Day hates being called a Nazi,
but he agreed that the leaders of
the National Front had ‘Nazi
attachments.” They won’t like him
for that. The new image is the pin-
striped suit, with only a pair of
St George’s Cross cuff links, worn
like hidden jewellery. There are
hearty, forced jokes about swastikas
and jackboots. The trouser leg is
raised for the benefit of the Press.
‘Oh! forgot to put them on tonight.
Ha ha ha.’

Tyndall is the guest speaker at
the neighbouring constituency of
Islington and Finsbury, the home
pitch of the Front’s election tacti-
cian, Sidney Chaney, who worked for
the Tory party for 30 years, and
now vows he will do everything in
his power to hurt them. He sits on
the table with John Cavanagh, the
branch chairman, an upper middle
class businessman. On the right is a
prison officer, who is the branch
treasurer. A Columbia Broadeasting
System crew is filming and the
lights are making everyone sweat,
except for Tyndall, who, despite a
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black eye, looks strangely like a
wax model. He lives with his
mother, and I notice how carefully
she irons his shirts.

Tyndall knows, after years of
practice, how to manipulate the
mob, to get them baying for blood.
His speech is carefully structured.
He keeps them in tantalising
suspense.

There are a few preliminaries
before Tyndall is fetched from the
bar downstairs. Derek Day is
standing in the back of the room.
‘It’s like bloody Africa in ’ere,” he
says. ‘You go in as a white man,
and come out as a black man.’ ‘At
least you’d go up the bloody
housing list,” says a voice. There are
some latecomers crowding into the
room, which is now packed. ‘You
know why they’re late?” shouts
Day. ‘Cos all the bus drivers are
black. I propose a motion that in
future members will only come to
meetings driven by a white bus
driver.’

Tyndall’s entry into the room is
accompanied by chants of ‘Send
them back’ — revealing the political
depth of the Front’s appeal. You
can see the pattern of his speech
immediately. It’s the Treaty of
Versailles number, echoing the
condition of Germany after World
War I — a defeated and demoralised

decided this is the way it will be played.’

nation, the Empire thrown away
through the work of traitors within.
He pours scorn on the ‘black
upstarts’ who had arrived that
week for the Commonwealth Con-
ference. Someone shouts ‘Scum’.
“You are ahead of me,’ says Tyndall,
smiling, ‘. . .bending down to
them and saying, “Yes Mr Mboyo
and yes Mr Mbungu! We will
destroy our kith and kin’’.’

The Jubilee Procession through
London was not enough for Tyndall.
‘T would like to see a real parade,’
he says, ‘a magnificent one — the
streets thronged with marching
men of the great services of our
country. Muscle and meat,” he
shouts.

Then he starts on the traitors
within: a terrible stamping and
stomping and growling starts up as
Tyndall reaches fever pitch. I look
towards the exit: ‘. . . the schools,
Parliament, television, the Press,
they’re rotten with Communism.’

And now a rod for the bully
boys: the Left has threatened ‘to
smash the National Front, which,
of course, is on the side of reason
and democratic argument. ‘We
don’t seek to suppress by force
those with different political views
from ours.” ‘I do,” says a voice in
the back of the pub. ‘We don’t want
the rules of the game where ws
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At our silly clearance sale price our little factory
won't be able to make enough of them so send
today! This is not cheap inferior furniture made to a
price. It has a solid appearance of weight and worth
that does not show in the illustration here, Distinc-
tively styled, immaculately finished. They not only
look good but are built for survival. Substantial in
weight but gliding easily on castors, it stands 2ft tall,
1ft 33in. deep, 1ft 2§in. wide. A great space-saving
highly adaptable unit for any room, hall, nursery,
living, dining, bed or bathroom blending perfectly
with any decor, 3 capacious drawers glide open at a
touch and llow an unbel I t keepil

all the ‘clutter' at bay. Exceptional storage with
minimum of floor space. As an occasional table it is
always at hand for drinks, snacks, extra guests, record
player etc. It is heat, stain and scratch resistant and
wipes clean in seconds. If you have a respect for old-
tashioned quality at an old-fashioned price, order
today with absol fid Tens of th of
delighted customers are our finest testimonials.
Prove it yourself without risking a penny. Inspect
and compare with similar quality sold in Juxury stores
at twice or even three times our price. Immediate
refund if you don't agree. It is worth much more 1

£5-95

Speci: White Melamine £14.95 inc. VAT -+ £1.85 d Special t 5

Offer £14.95 proof packing/carriage. 2 for £33.00 carw. etc. paid. Offer £7 .98 ONLY £7.98-1-£1.52 safe carriage and expert Mail Orders to: Metropolitan Warehouse (M.0.) Ltd. (OBM/36/COM),

Price Teak Melamine £16.95 inc. VAT - £1.85 damage- Prit packing, 2 for £18.25 carr. paid. White add 119/120 Church Street, Brighton BN1 1WH. (U.K. Mainland Orders
proof king/carriage, 2 for £37.60 carr. etc. paid. fice 75p extra per unit (U.K. Mainland only). Only). Allow 7 to 21 days for delivery. Return the goods within seven days‘

and your purchase price will be ref i it

ded to you i y
Note: If sold out your remittance will be returned to you right
43 Blatchinat

SUPER CUPBOARD

HERE’S WHY away. Cash 'n’ Carry Callers to: Southern Wareh
Road, Hove. Open Mon-Sat. 9 am-5.30 pm. (Closed all day Wednesday.)
WITH DRAWER WE'RE KNOWN | = ——————"pRIVILEGE OFFER COUPON"— — = ="

VERSATILE

CHOOSE ‘OAK' OR WHITE
Use in hall or other rooms tool
Long negotiations and final deal

price possible.
READY MADE - NOT A KIT.
It stands almost 2it high, is a
little over 1ft. in width and almost
1ft in depth. Oak effect Laminate
finish, A great space-saver in 4
ways. 1. Use top surface for
breakfast in bed, tea, coffee,
~ alarm clack, photo stands. 2. Use
drawer for keeping out of sight
all those ‘odds and ends'. 3. Use
wide full depth shelf underneath
for your favourite books, tele-
phone, etc. 4. Use the capacious
e

in cash made this incredibly low f§
Brand-new

3 SOLID COPPER [
SAUCEPANS

Special

£13-75

COMPLETE WITH COPPER LIDS & BRASS HANDLES

This incredibly low price was made possible only after long negotia-
tions and agreeing to final cash deal, Shop around and just see for

i for ni + under-
wear, etc. The design also

y If similar sets selling for much more - if you can find
them! Brand new, not ‘seconds’, British made to high ificati

AS ‘THE MAIL-
ORDER PEOPLE
YOU CAN
TRUST’ . . .

“‘May | compliment you on
your excellent seivice and
first class efficiency.” -
d.C.P. from Margate.
""Good value and also good
service, which is very rare
these days.” - B.B. from
Crawley.

‘““Arrived safe and sound.
Not a mark on them thanks
fo your expert packing." -
H.P. from Selsey.

“It is good fo meet with a
mail-order firm which one

. permits use as hall table/cup:
aé board, or side table/cupboard

in other rooms. £5.50 inc, VAT
-+-80p carriage and packing. 2
for £12.40 includ VAT

by a I . Solid copper throughout with latest
overlap lids and brass handles. Special lining for tastier cooking.
Hand polished and easy-clean mirror finish. For gas or electric, Family
sized 7iin. dia., 6%in. dia., 5in. dia. As exhibited at renowned inter-

carriage and packing. Avail-
able in White 75p extra per
unit.

Special
ot £5-50

hibition ~ what a Wedding Gift. (In the interests of fairness
regret maximum of two sets per customer). Only £13.75 includi

can trust implicitly and re-
commend to one's [riends."
- T.d. from Ashford.

. - « just a few comments
from hundreds of unasked
for testi A P T

VAT -1-85p damage-proof packing and carriage. Two sets for £27.50
carriage etc. paid.

can be inspected!)

TO: METROPOLITAN WAREHOUSE (M.0.) LTD. (OBM/36/
COM), 119/120 Church Street, Brighton, BN1 {WH. Please send
me the items | have ticked below. 1 enclose Crossed Cheque/P.O./
Money Orderfor£................ (tick appropriate box/es).
One White Bedside Table Unit at £5.95-+£1.30 carr. etc..
Two White Bedside Table Units at £14.00 carr. etc. paid.
One Teak Bedside Table Unit at £7.95--£1.30 carr. etc..
Two Teak Bedside Table Units at £18.00 carr. etc. paid...
One White Table Unit at £14.95-1-£1.85 carr. etc......
Two White Table Units at £33.00 carr. etc. paid...
One Teak Table Unit at £16.95-£1.85 carr. etc..
Two Teak Table Units at £37.00 carr. etc. paid....
One Oak Triple Drawer Chest at £7.98--£1.52 carr. efc,.
Two Oak Triple Drawer Chests at £18.25 carr, etc. paid...
One White Triple Drawer Chest at £8.73-1-£1.52 carr. etc..
Two White Triple Drawer Chests at £19.75 carr. etc. paid.
One Bedside Cupboard at £5.50-+-80p carr, etc....
Two Bedside Cupboards at £12.10 carr. etc. paid.
One Set of Saucepans at £13.75--85p carr. etc..
Two Sets of Saucepans at £27.50 carr, etc. paid. A
| wish to order through: Diners [J American Express []
3 Barclay Card [J  Access [

S Expiration Date................

(n]alnlalnlaln s \a]s a8 la a

My card number is.
NAME .....
ADDRESS .




1. SOUTH OF ENGLAND

LR UL U

0252 311315

45686
0322 63311
0344 24733
0273 61681
0272 669637
0227 69171
0276 63853
0206 5171
0293 21633
01681 0011
01 688 2211
01 660 9271
03224 43021
0392 58538
03292 80893
01 890 7147
0483 37878
0428 3393

0462 4048
01 549 0146
0582 28255
0635 46343
0622 53716
0865 774317

* 08833 3101

0752 21001
0752 330123

0734 580740

Saffron Waldon 0799 27542

0753 25411
0703 26594
0703 20874
0702 63415
0702 72247
0726 2247
0438 2593
0923 24268
0923 37533
089 54 44987
0753 55111
0376 516231
04862 73100

01 582 7687

01539 7833
01 261 1934
01 935 3988
01 366 4644
01 450 4521

01 693 8254
01743 4813

021 373 6266
021 328 2442
021 622 6911
0332 43461
0472 51371
0473 58022
0533 22465
0533 541373

0602 781176
0602 287711
0733 64831

West Bromwich 021 553 0551
West Bromwich 021 553 1271

Wolverhampton 0302 52709
Worksop 0909 3834
Gt Yarmouth 0493 3128
Gt Yarmouth 0493 2323

3. NORTH OF ENGLAND
Bradford 0274 26688
Carlisle 0228 28420
Chester 0244 312404
Doncaster 0302 21514
Durham 0385 65141
Gateshead 0632 772551
Hull 0482 23432
Hull 0482 42131
Leeds 0532 33974
Leeds 0532 539611
Leigh 0942 603451
Liverpool 051 207 2574
Manchester 061 998 5511
Salford 061 736 2487
Sheffield 0742 694290
Sheffield 0742 446444
Stackton 2 66480
Sunderfand 0783 71776
4. SCOTIAND

Aberdeen 0224 574247
Aberdeen 0224 20000
Edintnrgh 031337 9111
Glasgow 041-336 8566
5. WALES

Bridgend 0656 56735
Cardiff 0222 43781
Cardifi 0222 40224
Liannelli 055 42 2830
Moerthyr Tydfil 0685 6325
Swansea 0792 49444

Hall & Wamer Glazing Ltd.
Hetley Glass {Aylesbury) Ltd.
AEC. Glazing Co. Ltd.

Gibbs & Dandy (Gales) Ltd.
Bexley Glass Ltd.

James Clark & Eaton Ltd.
J.J. 6. Saunders & Sons Ltd.
James Clark & Eaton Ltd.

Southern Counties Glass Co. Ltd.
Collin {Glass) Ltd.

Leay Glazing Service Ltd.
Warner (Glass) Ltd.

Aygee {Glass) Ltd.

Mackenzie Glass (Exeter) Ltd.
Fareham Glass Ltd.

Feltham Glass Warks Ltd.
Addison Windscreens Ltd.
Clement Bros. Haslemere Ltd.
Farrs (Glass) Ltd.

Kingston Glass Works Ltd.
Lockhart Bennet Ltd.

Laminated Safety Supplies
Leay Glazing Services Ltd.
James Clark & Eaton Ltd.
Limes Glass Works (Oxted) Ltd.
Andrewartha (Plymouth) Ltd.
James Clark & Eaton Ltd.

Plymouth Glass

Dorset Glass Co. Ltd.

James Clark & Eaton Ltd.
Glass Supply (Reading) Ltd.
S. & H. Glass Co. Ltd.
Walden Glass Co. Ltd.

The Enterprise Glass Co. Ltd.
Leadlight & Valley Glass Ltd.
R. W. Osmond & Sen Ltd.
James Clark & Eaton Ltd.

E P. Smith (Glass) Ltd.
James Clark & Eaton Ltd.
Stevenage Glass Co. Ltd.

J. Balmer & Sons Ltd.
Bridgewater Glass Ltd.

West Middiesex Glass Co. Ltd.
Windsor Glass Co. Ltd.
James Clark & Eaton Ltd.
Woking Glass Works

H. W. Cooper & Co. Ltd.
Crawford Brothers

Farmiloe & Farmiloe Ltd.
James Hetley & Co. Ltd.

H. & E Issacs (Glazing) Ltd.
Mustill Wallis & Co. Ltd.

- National Provincial Glass Co. Ltd.

J. Preedy & Sons Ltd.

D. W. Price (Enfield) Ltd.
Shepperd, Tobias & Co. Ltd.
Walsh Glazing Contractors Ltd.
West London Glass Co. Ltd.

Aygee Glass (Midlands) Ltd.
Pearce & Cutler Ltd.
Holdens Glass Works Ltd.

Ipswich Glass Co. Ltd.

C. Eden & Co.

Mawby & King Ltd.
Norman & Underwood Lid.
Lowestoft Glass Co. Ltd.
Glass Northampton Ltd.
Norwich Glass Co. Ltd.
Arkwright Glass Works Ltd.
W.S. Lewitt & Son Ltd.

W. Axon & Co.

AGR. Glass (Stoke) Ltd.
Richard Gent Ltd.

Martin Dunn Ltd.

H. Davy & Son (Glaziers) Ltd.
J. C. Harris Ltd.

Worksop Glass Co.

J. E. Dyson & Son Ltd.

Gt. Yarmouth Glass Co. Ltd.

R. Walker {Glass Merchants) Ltd.
. G. Allen (Glass Merchants)
E. Anfield & Co. Ltd.

Leeds) Ltd.
Harvin Glass Co. Ltd.
Greenberg Glass Ltd.
Wright & Offland Ltd.
T. A Anders & Co. Ltd.
Newman & Watson (Glass) Ltd.
Henry Bingham & Co. Ltd.
H. Dobson Glass Merchants Ltd.
D. Hedgeley (Glass) Ltd.

Hugh Dow Ltd.

A.C. Yule Ltd.

Cunningham, Dickson & Walker Ltd.
City Glass Co. Ltd.

Glazing Services (Cabs) Ltd.
James Clark & Eaton Ltd.
Welsh Glass WorksLtd.
Lyons Glassworks Ltd.

THE POLITICS OF DESPAIR continued

‘Quite recently wealthy interests approached us.’

resort to the fist and the cosh and
the knuckleduster. But it seems
that the Left has decided that this
is the way it will be played. We are
sorry this is so. We will say ‘“All
right, gentlemen, we will play the
games by those rules and we will
crush you [cheers and stamping].
If you think violence and intimi-
dation and nastiness can crush us,
then by God, gentlemen, you will
see that it is you who will be
crushed”.” The place is in uproar.
A man standing near me says,
‘Lovely, isn’t it?’
* * *

On their marches you can see
National Front members twitching
with barely containable anger,
keeping rank against counter-
demonstrators. They march, how-
ever, through the most sensitive
areas, like Brick Lane, which is 90
per cent Asian, and where they are
certainly not after votes. They long
for the Left to attack them. Ron
Brown, MP for Hackney South and
Shoreditch, watches with frustra-
tion the Left falling into the trap.

Tariq Ali and the International
Marxist Group even seem to be
drawing publicity to the Front, by
shouting through a bullhorn
‘National Front — Nazi Front’.
Other factions, like the Trotskyist
Workers Revolutionary Party, have
decided, to Tyndall’s annoyance,
to make no contact with the Front.
“‘Yes, they seem to be rather an
exclusive group,’ he says.

During my interview with Tyn-
dall, a remarkable piece of informa-
tion slipped out. I asked him
whether he had seen ‘Destiny’ — a
play by David Edgar then showing
at the Aldwych, tracing the rise of
a party like the National Front. In
the last scene, when the party has
come second in a by-election, a deal
is offered by Right-wing big business
interests, and accepted by the party,
who by then have a substantial
national organisation. Tyndall
hadn’t seen the play. ‘That is the
classic Trotskyist interpretation,
and it’s pure crap — the theory that
capital in decline seeks the support
of a sick fascist movement to attack
the workers.” Tyndall then slowly
reveals that the interpretation is by
no means as ludicrous as he
alleges. ‘We don’t despise people
with money. If it came to the
point where some wealthy interest
came to support us without strings,
then we might be interested. If
there were something like the
miners’ strike in the twenties where
the miners had a just grievance, we
wouldn’t support the monied
interest against the miners. But if
certain monied interests had the
same desire as us — to stop workers’
grievances being used for political
ends, and there was room for
collaboration, we would consider it.
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‘In_fact we’ve had the oppor-
tunity before of buying financial
support at a price. We have been
offered considerable sums of money
to withdraw from elections where
our candidates are taking votes
from Tories. We’ve told them to go
to hell.

‘And quite recently one set of
wealthy interests approached us
and asked us to drop three of our
policies — compulsory repatriation
of immigrants, our policy of trade
protection, and our financial
policies, The amount of money
dangled in front of us was very
large indeed. It would have en-
abled us to build a substantial head-
quarters immediately, and to have
doubled our printing. This was
offered as a first instalment.’

The group that approached them,
he said, is ‘tied up lock, stock and
barrel with the Tory Party, and
with big business interests. They
were alarmed at the fact that we
were getting at too many patriotic

Tories, and feared we were knocking
the bottom out of their grass roots
support.” Tyndall also said that
approaches had been made ‘by
innuendo, but with no specific
offer,’ for the NF to withdraw from
elections and become a ginger group
for the Tories, outside the party.
£ 3 * *

There are traditional fascist pubs
dotted all over Hackney and the
East End, and I reckon now I can
spot a group of National Front
supporters from the door. The
Hackney branch meets often with-
out their ex-chairman Derek Day
at the Crown and Castle at Dalston,
and there I witnessed a bizarre
event. The guest speaker was a
young American called Dr Fields
from the National States Rights
Party. We’re all sitting there with
our pints of bitter and Dr Fields
gets to his feet and says, ‘When we
start our meetings of the NSRP in
the States, we -have a little salute.
We raise three fingers like this, and

: continued

In next week’s colour magazine

Your chance to win

Next week sees the launch of
Britain's mostsoughtafternew car
— the Ford Granada. Word of
mouth has already ensured that
the demand for itis going to be big.
Next week also sees the start of
The Observer’s greatest ever
competition. The prizes? Four
brand new Ford Granada Ghias,
each worth £7,000. :

The Ghia model is the most
luxurious in the range, with a 2.8
litre V6 engine. It has automatic
transmission, electrically operat-

.

ed front windows,power-steering,
stereo radio/cassette player and
many other refinements.

Thecontestis as excitingasthe
car. We're not going to tell you any-
thing about it except that it
combines fun with a bit of hard
work. You'll have to read next
week’s colour magazine for the
details. But make sure you order
your copy in good time. There's
bound to be a lot of readers want-
ing to get their hands on those
Granada keys.
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DIY

Would you believe?
Crittall factory-made-to-measure Budget
Warmilife panels can cost less than kits
that leave you to do all the work yourself!
Fully made up, ready glazed panels delivered
direct to your home, ready for you to fit to your
windows quickly and easily. Or use our nation
wide installation service.

Find out more about Britain's
easiest, low cost way to double
glaze. POST COUPON TODAY.

F: Crittall Warmlife Ltd., FREEPOST, Witham,
Essex CM8 3AW. Tel. 0376 (Witham) 513481
(24 hour answering service)

Please send me your free colour brochure.
Name

Address

1590611/9'

THE POLITICS OF DESPAIR continued

‘You realise the chaos that will be caused.’

it makes a W. That stands for white
power.’ Suddenly Dr Fields bellows,
‘What do we want?’ and the pint-
drinking East Enders chant ‘White
Power, White Power, White Power.’
It’s all a little embarrassing. I don’t
feel they believe in it, and anyway,
they’ve got it.

There follows the most paranoid
speech on race I have ever listened
to. The white race, Dr Fields
says, was responsible for the crea-
tion of every race and the blacks
are responsible for the destruction
of civilisation. The white blood of
the northern European nations,
which has nourished the world, is
seeping away. He descends to the
most appalling banalities: if our
ancestors hadn’t stopped Genghis
Khan at the Danube, he says, we
would all be Asians now. ‘We stand
at the threshold of the greatest
struggle for survival of the white

)

race.
* * *

For all their protestations that
they have cast off the old Nazi
trappings, the tactics of the Front
haven’t changed. Fascism starts on
the street, and breeds on fear and
hate, and the leaders know that
much of their grass roots support
comes from giving some quasi-
official licence to violence.

In Hackney there is already

considerable violence. Mugging is
frequent and there are racial
attacks; one mixed married couple
had their furniture smashed with
such viciousness that there was no
single piece of wood left larger than
a pencil. The wall was daubed with
NF slogans. Alec Biswas, secretary
of the Hackney Asian Association,
said: ‘We are worried about the
attacks and the unwillingness one
notices on the part of the police to
arrest the attackers. It gives them
no alternative than to set up
vigilante groups, and this is what
they are doing.’

Even if you injected millions of
pounds straight away, and un-
employment. fell to half a million
overnight, the problems of Hackney
and the rest of the East End would
hardly be touched. So the root
causes of the NF protest vote will
remain. The prospects are that the
NF will present a serious opposition
in the local elections next May, and
could easily pick up a handful of
council seats. “You realise the chaos
that will be caused,” says Sidney
Chaney, the Front’s election man,
‘The Left have said they won’t
allow us into the council chamber.’

Every Sunday morning, you can
see the opposing forces lining up at
Brick Lane market. The Left on
one side of the bridge and the Front

on the other, by arrangement with
the police..

The Front sell their newspapers
until opening time — then they
gather at The Bladebone, the old
Mosleyite pub a few hundred yards
from Brick Lane. On my last visit
I saw Dr Fields again. He was
distributing a leaflet in the shape of
a dollar bill which read, ‘Boat
‘Ticket to Africa. This ticket en-
titles one nigger to: 1) Free trip to
Africa on luxury liner with plenty
of pumps. Boat is shaped like
Cadillac with fins. 2) All the bananas
and choice cuts of missionary
desired. NAACP members may sit
up front. 3) Barrel of axle grease for
hair. Delicately scented with nigger
sweat. Free jar of meat tenderiser.’

I am writing this down in my
notebook when someone asks Dr
Fields, sitting further along the bar,
whether, to spare me the trouble, he
could give me a leaflet. Dr Fields
then discovers that I am a reporter
for this magazine. He would rather
keep that kind of stuff under the
counter. He can’t understand what
I am doing there anyway, in this
exclusive company. The atmosphere
is deteriorating, but by this time I
have had enough of the National
Front and its friends as well, and I
am already on my way out into
Bethnal Green Road. )
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Doulton Wallguard Guarantee

Unique dry process,

No liquids, no silicones,
no structural alterations

The'genuine rising damp cure
from Doulton, the international
and long-established company
specialising in ceramic technology.
Your damp problems are solved
usually in only one day with

the minimum of fuss.

Unigue ary

Loty
ey

for 20 years

No maintenance or running costs

to cure Rising Damp

Name
I Address. I

We install our scientifically
formulated Doulton ceramic tubes
into your walls near ground level. They -
draw the moisture out of your home
and make sure it stays out - for good!

We

guaranteeit!

That’s the Doulton Wallguard Promise
e e e e N RN ) B

Douiton Wallguard Ltd i

|/ FREEPOST, SALFORD M3 8BS

or tel: lManchnstlr) 061-790 1000

(Birmingham) 021-622 5304

(London & South) 01-646 0811

Please post me full information on Doulton Wallguard

z

iz r2zad

We'll make your bed any way you like
it—virtually any length or width. You
can have a conventional double or
our ZIPLINK system where two singles
make a double (e.g. one soft and one
firm or even orthopaedic) to
individual taste. Our versatile bunk
beds become twins or a double too.
We have single cane beds or double
ones as shown here. All our beds

Now fora
bedtime story...

\

are made fo the highest standards
and are fully guaranteed. What's
more, you won't lose much sleep
over the prices. ¢

Our showrooms are open 7 days a
week on the A46 2 miles south of
Stroud.

For free catalogue phone Amberley
(045-387) 3405 (24 hours), or write to:
Rooksmoor Mills, Dept.0BQ

Dries out existing rising damp l
prevents future risng domo | ROYA DOI.IItOII
Installanom ::‘ E:gl:rx:yand Wales

L----—-

Nr Stroud, Glos., GL5 5ND.

Rooksmoor Mills




